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intended to provide herself with a husband as
soon as might be*
Here at once we come to one of Mary's dramatic
mistakes. She acted on an impulse, and partly
on the impulse to annoy Elizabeth. For there
was one young man who could be said to help
Mary in her claim to the English throne: her
cousin, Henry Darnley. By marrying him she
would unite the two branches of the heirs of
Margaret Tudor.
Her other motive is perhaps less easy to under-
stand, for she seemed to have taken a sudden
violent fancy to Darnley, though he was a totally
worthless, and, to most people, an utterly un-
attractive and even objectionable young man. He
was tall, fair, and moderately good-looking, but he
was brainless and vain; and he drank, and grew
quarrelsome when he did so. No one has been
able to fathom what Mary saw in him, but cer-
tainly for a short time she found him fascinating.
She insisted on marrying him without any delay.
That marriage was fatal, and proved the ruin
of Mary's whole life. Darnley was not only a
fool, he was a hateful fool. Within three months
of the wedding-day he and Mary were at daggers
drawn. He made her miserable; she hated and
despised him. Unwisely she showed her contempt
openly. She refused to spend her time with him,
and chose as her constant companion the Italian
musician Rizzio. Darnley became jealous, and let
his violent temper get the better of him. Every-